THE GREAT MOGHUL OFFENSIVE                  101

outwards showered on the heads of the unhappy Moghuls.
The entire storming party was swept away. Some two
thousand were buried under the falling stones, Hundreds
of others were shot down by the garrison. Greatly cheered
by this success, the garrison looked for their commandant.
He had been sitting under a tree near the north-eastern
bastion and had been blown up when the first mine ex-
ploded. By great good luck some rocks, as they fell,
formed an arch over his body. He was able to call his
men who after considerable labour, dug him out unhurt.
The loss of his storming party, as the Maratha chroniclers
relate, so enraged the emperor that, losing his usual self-
command, he ordered his elephants and all his transport
cattle to be killed and their bodies piled up outside the
walls as stepping stones by which his army might climb
into the fort . Asad Khan, however, persuaded him to
countermand this ridiculous order and hinted that a better
way would be to censure Azim Shah and make him stop
his treacherous complaisance with the enemy.

Aurangzib recovered his self-control and sending for
Azim Shah reprimanded him so severely on the want of
discipline that allowed convoys to pass through his lines,
that the prince saw that further treachery was impossible.
He accordingly wrote to Parashuram Trimbak warning
him that in future he would seize all supplies meant for
the besieged. This warning was communicated by Parashu-
ram Trimbak to Prayagji Phanse. No sooner had the
commandant heard it, than he received other and still
more depressing information. This was the, sudden
death of the regent. After holding out for a week or two
longer Prayagji opened negotiations. On the 21st April
1700 he surrendered the fort. Although provisioned for
only two months, it had stood a siege of six The gallantry
of its defence had foiled the emperor's design of reducing
in the dry season the Maratha forts and of attacking
during the monsoon Rajaram's unprotected armies,
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